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friends but to turn regretfully home, convinced of the hope-
lessness of poor Mejnun's case.

After a while Mej nun bethinks him to go to where Leyla
dwells, so he makes his way thither, heedless of the children
in the villages who throw stones at him as he passes by.
He has a brief interview with his beloved which is soon cut
short by one of her attendants rushing in with a naked
sword. As the man raises this to smite Mej nun, his hand
drops withered by his side; he then takes the sword in his
left hand, which is likewise withered as soon as he raises
it. He then falls at Mej nun's feet and prays his forgiveness.
Mej nun first tells him that if he himself wish to escape hurt,
he must not seek to hurt others, and then prays so that
the man's hands are restored j after which he flees back to Nejd.

In the meantime his father, who feels old age coming
upon him, is eager to find his son, who, he still hopes, will
succeed to his position. So he sets out with a few attendants,
and after much searching discovers Mej nun lying naked and
unconscious in a desolate ravine. The madman does not at
first recognize his father, but when he realizes who it is
that is bending over him, he embraces and kisses him. Still
to all the old man's prayers that he will come home and
gladden his last days with his presence, the demented lover
only answers that he is powerless to resist his passion. His
aged father then sees that all is hopeless, and, taking a tender
farewell of his son, returns to his house and there soon
after dies, worn out with years and sorrow.

By and by a hunter who discovers Mej nun seated on the
highest point of the Nejd mountains, cries out to him with
many reproaches that his father is dead, and bids him at
least go and visit his tomb. Mej nun is heart-stricken at the
news, and at once hastens to his father's grave, upon which
he throws himself weeping sorely and reproaching himself